
HOW TO BE A NEWS MASTER 

It is Day 5 and today’s topic is about content. In previous lessons, you’ve been 

shown how to find content. The question is, once you’ve got the content, how could 

you re-purpose and use that to make it your own? 

The title of this lesson is How to be a News Master. Basically, what it means is 

someone who gathers and aggregates news about a particular topic from all 

different sources and make available on his/her blog. 

This can be a very handy service. Ed uses a lot of these and one of them is a blog 

called macrumors.com, which Ed visits on a daily basis. This blog doesn’t generate 

one single piece of its own original content but instead comments on other content 

from around the Web. 

However, it provides a really great service by aggregating and publishing content 

from all different sources of Macintosh news and rumors. 

You are going to learn a couple of Ed’s favorite techniques to become a news 

master and also sort of getting you into the habit of collecting things because ideas 

and inspirations for your article may come when you find a piece of content. So, 

you will learn how to capture that as well. 

The way and reason that Ed can stay ahead and up-to-date on what is going on in 

guitar, internet marketing and fashion is by using Google Reader. This particular 

news reader keeps him current and on the go. 

In previous lessons, you’ve seen the keyword vintage electric guitar is used as an 

example of a major phrase. That may be unfair because Ed can come up with a lot 

of content like that from the top of his head. For this reason, you are going to be 

taken way back to Day 1 when you start looking for niche ideas. 

If you recall, you were getting some feeds and putting those feeds into your Google 

Reader. Now you are going to see how Ed uses that. The idea in the previous 

example is crocheting. 

Now Ed knows nothing about crocheting so he is going to take that as an example 

instead of vintage guitar because for the latter, he could do it in his sleep. 

From the various news readers that are around, Google Reader is superior because 

as one of the reasons, it uses Google search technology behind it. 

Assuming that the you have subscribed to an RSS feed from Google News about 

your niche, you can put the term into the search area and choose to search in all 

http://www.macrumors.com/


items, read items – if you remember things from the items that you’ve read, 

starred items, shared items, Friends’ shared items or even notes that you’ve made. 

You can also look in particular folder or even search by subscription as well. 

For demonstration purpose, just search crochet in All Items. 

 

Google Reader will display items containing the word crochet in your browser 

window once you click the Search button. 

Ed is going to show how to take a piece of somebody else’s content and make it his 

own. The easiest method to do that is the attribution method. You make it very 

clear that you are commenting on somebody’s article. 

Scrolling down the list, you see a crocheting article titled A champ takes on 

crocheting. Click on it will open the news item in Google Reader. The news is 

published in Worcester Telegram. If you want to read the whole article, click on the 

title of the story once. 

 

A new browser tab will open with the story. Ed has never seen this article in his life, 

so he goes through it with you. 



 

This particular story is interesting because it talks about a 93-year-old man who 

crochets and who is legally blind in one eye. 

Here’s an idea you can take. Remember that during preseason, you installed a few 

Flock extensions and one of them is Google Notebook. Click on the Google 

Notebook icon on the status bar of your Flock browser. 

Once it is opened, Create a new notebook named crochet. 



 

After you rename the notebook and click Ok, it will appear on the list of your 

notebook. You can click on the minimize and close button to hide the screen from 

your browser. 

The late Gary Halbert used to tell Ed that he was looking for wow facts in an article, 

so you want to look for those in this article. 

Adding a snippet to Google Notebook is as easy as highlighting the text, right click 

and choose Note this (Google Notebook). 

 

Highlighted text will be copied immediately to Google Notebook for you to use later. 

For now, let’s continue on to find more interesting pieces of content. 



 

 

Repeat the steps above to save interesting facts and story in the article. This 

browser extension allows you to keep notes and collect ideas for content. Once 

you’ve done taking notes, you may open the result in full page. 

 

Your screen may look similar to the following. 



 

Each one of the snippets is there plus the link to that particular article. 

Now comes the content creation part. Producing a fresh content may involve adding 

your twist on top of chosen quotes and then attribute the article. Attribution is very 

important as it makes the world goes round. 

It is unethical to pretend someone else’s article as your own, so you want to 

attribute properly. 

Let’s see in details how to do this. 

You can use simple text editor like Notepad in Windows, TextEdit in Mac or you can 

even use Google Docs. For simplicity, let’s stick with a simple text editor. 

Put Google Notebook and the text editor side by side so you can see both of them 

at the same time. 



 

Of course, you need to integrate your keyword into the headline or title of the 

article. In this case, there is no specific phrase, just make sure there is at least the 

word crochet in the title, such as: 

The Art Of Crochet Knows No Bounds 

The first paragraph, you need to give your impression and sort of put yourself being 

enthusiast for crochet. Here’s the content that Ed wrote: 

I came across the delightful article in the Worcester Telegram and Gazette 

about a 93 year old man who does crochet! 

Now it struck me that was unusual – I was surprised to learn he was also 

legally blind in one eye! 

He has been doing Crochet for over 26 years and he finds it incredibly 

relaxing. 

(We all know who that works!) 

In one amazing project he created crochet blankets for Ethiopian orphan 

babies – What a great idea to use our crochet skills for charity. 

I loved reading about Amos and his passion for crochet. 

Get inspired by Amos and read his full story here 

LINK 

The above article is perfect for a blog. It has a lot of mentions of crochet. 

Remember this is for the crochet niche, so you only need to do as well as you can 

do. People are obsessed over writing but you shouldn’t. 



The strength of the story is the wow effect. In this case it is about the guy named 

Amos – the fact that he is 93 year old, blind in one eye and male who does crochet. 

It does the work for you so that’s the wow effect. 

You will notice there are bits taken out from Google Notebook and a couple of 

quotes and then a link to the full story so people can continue reading. 

This is how you can turn one news article and make it your own content for your 

blog. Now it’s your turn to find your own content, rework it like suggested above 

and you’ll be on your way. 

By the end of the day, you should have a few of those articles ready. 

 


