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ADD CONTENT TO YOUR BLOG 

By now, you should have learned how to organize your own domain name and 

hosting, if that’s the path you’ve chosen, or you also are aware of a service that 

you can utilize through WordPress Direct. 

Ed has shown you how to setup your WordPress Direct account and build your first 

blog with it, which means you’ve picked your theme, added your category keywords 

and set up your own blog either on your own domain or on the sub-domain of one 

of the WordPress Direct free hosting domains. 

In this lesson, you are going to learn how to get your first article onto your blog 

and also how to put your affiliate product offer into your sale offer widget on the 

sidebar of your blog. 

WordPress Direct is a third party service. They also have a fantastic support 

interface at wordpressdirect.com/support so if you have any issue or problem with 

the service, please open a ticket to make sure you’ll get support as soon as they 

can get through to it. 

What this service do is to install a WordPress blog. There is no cut back here but 

the WordPress blog that is installed is as optimized as it can possibly be, at least 

from Dan’s and Rob’s perspective for search engine optimization. 

All the search engine optimization plugins are being installed as well as all settings 

related to SEO to increase the chance to having good keyword optimization through 

your blog. You can be confident of that. 

Most of the time, you’ll manage your blog through the WordPress Direct interface. 

That makes it very easy because you will hardly ever or even never have to login to 

the blog administration interface, which is the normal way to interface with your 

blog. 

If you recall, this is the blog that is installed on the domain 

vintageelectricguitarblog.com. 

http://www.wordpressdirect.com/support


 

You can see a great theme, highly relevant but it is still empty. But it is already 

reasonably optimized from a non-page perspective for the targeted key phrase, 

which is vintage electric guitar. 

The blog suggests there is no category. 

 

That is only what you see in the site. If you enter the categories when installing the 

blog, they will be there. However, until you start posting information and content 

on your blog underneath these categories, then those categories won’t appear. 

You may also notice that there is a blank Sale Offer. That is where your affiliate 

offer is going to go once you’ve actually set that up. 

So let’s add content to the blog. 

First, go to WordPress Direct and login using the same account you use to sign up 

the blog. 



 

Once you’ve logged in, you will see details of your web site / blog and Page Rank 

indicator. 

 

As your blog gets authority, that should change. You are going to learn different 

options on the Website Details. 



 

Note: You can get to the WordPress Direct Customer Support from the link 

below the main buttons. 

As a free WordPress Direct user, you’ll have 3 blog installs but if you choose to go 

with the $1 trial, then you’ll have up to 15 installs plus access so some content 

posting functionalities that you won’t be learning at this early stage of this 

challenge. You will eventually learn it later in the challenge though. 

 

You can add all the information that you want to add in relation to a post inside 

WordPress Direct. You can add a title, content, tags and categories for the post.  

Let’s post a new article about vintage electric guitar. 

As the article is in text file format, there is no formatting, which is exactly what you 

want. What you want to do is just copy and paste the article to the right place. 



This is the first article on the blog, so you want it to be highly optimized for your 

main keyword which in this case it is vintage electric guitar. That’s why you should 

have it in the title and also put it several times in the content. 

 

Just to do something extra, you may also want to highlight some instances of the 

keywords. In the first paragraph, you are going to bold that keyword. 

If you have another occurrence of the keyword down the article, you want to 

underline that. You won’t necessarily do more than once but what you do is 

effectively telling the spider that there is an emphasis being applied to a certain key 

phrase, which is also what this post is most relevant to. 

Tomorrow, you are going to convert the convert one of the link at the bottom of the 

post to your affiliate product, but that’s for tomorrow. 

Today, you are going to leave it as it is. 

You need to add a tag, which is your main key phrase vintage electric guitar. You 

also want to publish it in the vintage electric guitar category. 



 

When you setup your blog, the theme keyword you use to title your blog also 

becomes your category. If you have any other keyword within your micro-niche 

that meets your traffic and competition criteria, you can add those as extra 

categories. In the future, you’ll be able to post underneath those categories. 

Once you click Submit Post, you are done. 

If you head over to your blog and refresh the browser, sure enough there is your 

article. You can check to make sure that the keyword that you bolded appear as 

such and the one that you underlined is also underlined. 

 

Again this blog is as optimized as it can be. There is a number of very useful 

plugins that are being installed during this blog installation phase. 

You may remember that you put the tag under the post when submitting the 

article. That is a WordPress tag. That works inside WordPress functionality but you 

also want to let Technorati know – cause Technorati is a major blog search engine – 

that you have an article on this blog that is optimized for a particular key phrase. 



There is a special plugin on this blog called WP Tags to Technorati, which basically 

converts the WordPress tags and convert to Technorati tags and put them below 

the post. 

If someone was to search for vintage electric guitar in Technorati, then hopefully 

this blog will come out as having content in relation to that particular tag. 

What you also see is a social bookmarking plugin called AddThis. If somebody likes 

this content and they want to bookmark it, they can select one of these various 

social bookmarking services and bookmark the post on their own bookmarking 

account, which gives you the possibility to give you a backlink back to your blog. 

 

So that’s basically how you post your article. Half of your job is done. Now you 

want to go into the Ads & Banner Setup area to put your affiliate promotion on to 

the blog as well on the sidebar. 

 

The WordPress Direct guy has done a fantastic job to build promotional functionality 

into their interface.  

 

You can add Sale Offer or put up a banner between the header and your content 

or at the bottom of the post. 



For now, you are going to learn about adding a sale offer because that’s what you 

already pull together but later in the challenge you will also learn how to add 

banner to your blog as well if you wish to have one. 

You might recall from Day 4 that you’ve pulled some affiliate product information 

related to your niche, so you’re going to be using it now. 

You can not only put a title and some copy, but also add an image at the same 

time. For this example, the title of this offer is Vintage Guitar Price Guide.  

 

If you want to put an image, you have to put the placeholder or tag into the blog. 

You may want to center the tag if you want to make it appear centered in the sale 

offer widget. 

Next, you want to upload your product image to WordPress Direct. You are going to 

do that by clicking and selecting the image. 



 

After that, you need to grab the copy and paste that into the body of the sale offer 

section. This is also a rich text editor, so you can highlight certain part of the copy 

and emphasize that if you want to. 

 

Finally, put some links into the offer. You learn how to do that today, but tomorrow 

you will replace that with actual track link. 

You’ll never know if you get a click come to your blog for whatever reason. 

Sometimes search engines can come very quickly. You want to make sure that the 

offer links to affiliate product that you want to promote. 

So if you click on the Save Sale Offer, WordPress Direct will upload the image file 

from your hard drive and put it into the sale area along with the copy. 

 



Before checking it on your blog, first select the image (click that once) and click on 

the anchor button to insert a link. See the screenshot below. A little box will come 

up where you can put in your affiliate URL (that you get from Day 4) and set to 

make the click on that link to open in a new window. You have also another 

opportunity to add your keyword in the Title field. This is yet another piece of on-

page optimization. 

 

Now that image is a clickable link. If someone clicks on it, s/he will be directed to 

the affiliate product page. Similarly, you want to turn the Click here to get your own 

copy today! text into a link that points to the same affiliate product page as well. 

Repeat the process just like above. 

Click the Save Sale Offer again to save your changes. 

You can go offer to your blog now, refresh it to see the new offer. How good is 

that? 

 



To recap, you now have a highly optimized article loaded on the blog, a category 

related to that article in the sidebar and a sale offer for your affiliate promotion. 

If someone comes here and they are interested in vintage guitar price guide and 

click on your offer, they will be sent off to Amazon where they can buy. If they buy, 

you make some money. 

This is what it’s all about in Day 6. 

 

 

 


