
HOSTING YOUR OWN BLOG 

In this lesson, you are going to learn Thirty Day Challenge (TDC) hosting. In the 

last lesson, you’ve learned how to get your own domain name. The importance of 

getting your own domain name in respect to Google ranking is that Google loves 

you have to keyword in a domain name. 

The point is, you don’t have to do that. You should be clear that TDC is about giving 

you a totally free experience. That doesn’t mean that you can’t take another 

solution and this is why you are going to learn about it too. 

Having a domain name with your keyword in your domain will give you an extra 

advantage. However, if you don’t want to spend the $10 - $15 to get the domain 

name, that’s fine. You still will get good results. 

The software that you’ll get in the next lesson will allow you to host your blog on 

one of the domain names that is already prepared for you. 

If you choose to have your own domain name, you also need a place to host it. This 

year, TDC is working with Hostgator, the company that will provide hosting to TDC 

members. The cool thing about Hostgator is that the software that you’ll see later is 

going to automatically work with the server. 

The right setting is on the server, the software integrates seamlessly with 

Hostgator. You can host on your own hosting and in 99.9% of the time, it works 

perfectly, as long as you have cPanel and FTP access – which are available in most 

of the hosting accounts. 

Hosting with Hostgator can go as low as $4.95 so it is not a huge amount but again 

you can go with the free route if you want it. 

Disclaimer: TDC Team is going to be making money out of this and if you actually 

use Hostgator as your hosting company, TDC gets affiliate commissio. This helps 

providing funds to run TDC, which costs tens of thousands of dollar. By using the 

hosting, you help recovering the actual cost to run TDC. 

OVERVIEW OF HOSTGATOR HOSTING 
First off, go to the Thirty Day Challenge Dashboard. If you scroll down a little bit, 

you will see a new addition which is a big Hostgator button. Click on it to go 

Hostgator site. 

http://secure.hostgator.com/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=wuranga
http://www.thirtydaychallenge.com/members/


 

There are 3 types of hosting offered by Hostgator: Standard hosting, Reseller 

hosting and Dedicated hosting. 

You are interested in Standard hosting for now. 

 

You only need the cheapest option, which is $4.95. Click on the Learn More… link 

to find out more about the hosting package. The Standard hosting actually contains 

3 different packages, which are Hatchling, Baby and Swamp. Stay away from 

Windows web hosting, you want the Linux web hosting, which is selected by 

default. 

http://secure.hostgator.com/cgi-bin/affiliates/clickthru.cgi?id=wuranga


 

You should seriously consider the Baby package, which is highlighted in blue which 

costs about $7.95 a month. That’s because you are able to host unlimited number 

of domains in one single account. 

During or after the TDC, if you want to host like 10, 15, or 20 of these blogs, the 

Baby package will allow you to host all those for a monthly price of $7.95. Every 

time you have a new domain, you don’t need to purchase another hosting account. 

The amount of disk space and bandwidth that you have with the Baby package is 

actually more than adequate. If you get anywhere near the level provided, then you 

are making a killing, seriously. 

The Hatchling package only allows one domain name. If you want to try this out, 

that’s absolutely fine and you can upgrade anytime. Both Baby and Hatchling 

packages include a lot of features.  

 



If you click on the question mark icon, it will actually tell you all about this. You 

don’t really care about most of the features because you’ll be getting everything 

you need to run your own content blog. 

The choice now is whether to go for the Hatchling or Baby package. 

One thing cool about Hostgator is that if within 45 days, you think it is not 

absolutely worth it, and you can come back and cancel it. It is part of the 45-Day 

no hassle, full return, same day money back guarantee. 

 

If after the TDC challenge is over you decide that you don’t want to carry on with 

the hosting then you may ask for a refund and they will issue it within 24 hours. 

The service is great though. 

Hostgator also provides a great customer support if you have any difficulty 

whatsoever. 

SIGNING UP WITH HOSTGATOR 
To continue, click on the Order Now button. 

 

You have the option to registera new domain or use your existing domain. If you 

use another service like NameCheap or other domain registrars like GoDaddy, you 

can use your own domain name. 



As part of the process is transferring your domain name and pointing to the name 

servers at Hostgator. You need to go to your domain account to do that. There are 

a lot of tutorials to do that. 

For the same of simplicity, you are going to register a domain name here right from 

the beginning. 

 

Hit the Next button to continue. 

Choose the option to register the .com, .net., or .org and the number of years you 

want to register the domain before clicking on Continue. 

 

The next screen is going to ask you about how often you want to be billed. You can 

choose monthly, 6 months, a year, 24 months or 36 months. 

Another field allows you to enter a coupon.  

 



Until the 1st of September 2008, there is a 20 percent off of your first order if you 

enter the coupon code BEACH. Hit the Calculate Totals button to proceed. 

Up next is the detail about your order. 

 

Notice that with the coupon, with a monthly payment, it gives a $4.99 off. You may 

review the order details now. 

If you are a new customer, choose I am a new customer and click Continue. 

 

Next ,you will be able to enter your details and payment information. You can 

choose to pay Hostgator with your credit card or PayPal account. If you choose 

Paypal, they don’t actually take the payment immediately. They will send you an 

email. 

You need to go to the Billing Center (the link will be provided along with the 

email), login with your email address and password then click on Invoices then 

you’ll get the option to pay using PayPal. 

If you choose to pay with credit card, this is all done automatically for you. 



As soon as you have completed your payment, you will get an email confirming that 

you order is processed. Within about 20 minutes, you’ll get another email from 

them with the details such as the IP address for your site, name service 

information, etc. Most importantly, it is showing you your cPanel address. 

For example, if you register eddalemankiniworld.com, the cPanel is 

eddalemankiniworld.com/cpanel. When you click on that, it will ask you for 

username and password. 

It is the same one that you use when you first create your hosting account with 

Hostgator. 

You don’t have to do anything yourself, because the software that you’ll learn later 

will ask you with the details and will do everything that you need to do 

automatically. 

Note: Your FTP host will be your domain name, and the username and password 

will be the same details that you provide when you create the account. 

When you login, you will get information such as the fact that it will take about 24-

48 hours for your DNS to be settled and propagated. In reality, it will actually take 

about 4 hours to do that. So don’t stress too much about it. 

It may look a bit confusing but if you follow it step by step and choose the option 

that you want, you will eventually go through the process. All you have to do is to 

wait for Hostgator to send you the account information. On average, it takes about 

20 minutes. 

Next, get ready to learn about WordPress Direct and how to build your first site! 

 


