
CREATE A SQUIDOO LENS, LINKING TO 

YOUR BLOG, BOOKMARK USING SOCIAL 

MARKER 

The lesson today is going to be about teaching you how to build a Squidoo lens, link 

it to your WordPerss Direct blog and then socially bookmark it. 

Last week (Week 1) is pretty much about on-page optimization. It’s about 

identifying your main keyword phrase that you are going to be pursuing. Now what 

you did there is to use Market Samurai to identify the SEOT, SEOC and what 

keyword you are going to go after. Then you build your WordPress blog. 

Week 2 is about promoting your WordPress blog. What you want to do is build 

quality links into your blog. One of the ways to do that is by leveraging the power 

of some Web 2.0 web sites. 

The first one is going to be Squidoo. 

If you haven’t had a Squidoo account yet, go to Squidoo and click on the Sign Up 

link. 

 

Go through the form, fill it with your email address, chosen username and 

password. You must accept the Terms of Service before you can Continue to the 

next page. 

http://www.squidoo.com/
http://www.squidoo.com/member/registration


 

Now you can create a new lens either from your Squidoo account or immediately 

after the registration form and/or confirming your account. Account confirmation is 

necessary. You can do it by clicking on the unique URL in your email from the 

Squidoo Team. 

The first step to building a lens is a screen like below. 

  



CREATING AND EDITING YOUR SQUIDOO LENS 

 

You want to use your main keyword phrase, which in this case, it is Vintage Electric 

Guitar. In Step 2, you choose I want to get the word out about Vintage 

Electric Guitar. This is not a make or break option, anything will do fine because 

you can customize your Squidoo as you wish later. 

 

Proceed by clicking on Go to Step 3. 

You may leave the Lens Title. The second field is to choose the URL for your lens, 

which you should include your main keyword phrase in it. For demonstration 

purpose, this will be vintageelectricguitar2 because vintageelectricguitar is already 

taken. 

You may type in your keyword and it is not there for you to use. For that, you may 

consider using hyphen / dash. That works very well in Google too. 



 

To proceed to the next step, click Go to Step 4. 

You want to put your main keyword in the first field, and then your additional key 

phrases in the fields following that. 



 

Enter the captha and click on Done! 

Look at what you’ve created here. You can edit the bio by clicking on the Edit 

button besides the My Bio section. 

 

All you have to do is write a short bio and upload a photo. It is really easy. Make 

sure you tick the Make this your default bio and click Save to save changes. 

At this stage, the 4 or 5 category tags are enough, but down the track you may 

want to add more tags. 



 

You have quite a lot to choose in Squidoo, but really you only need 3 modules to be 

up and running. 

For demonstration purpose, this lens will use five modules. Every module can be 

edited by clicking on the Edit button. 

For example, let’s the edit the Introduction section. 



 

 

The Lens Intro Title should be keyword optimized (Vintage Electric Guitar). Enter 

some content for that lens in Lens Description area, upload Lens Photo and click 

Save. 

Note: When uploading a new photo, you may be brought back to the preview 

screen, your changes are not yet saved, so click on the Edit button again to 

continue. 

Even if you don’t know much about the topic related to your keyword, that doesn’t 

matter. You can create a lens from other materials you’ve found on the Internet. 

What you want to do is rewrite the content from various sources and make it 

unique. 

After creating the page, you want to do a CopyScape check. CopyScape allows you 

to check to make sure that your content is original. It is important so you don’t get 

into any trouble down the track. 

You want to link to your main ranking vehicle, which is your WordPress blog, but 

you should put as few links as possible. Fewer links are better in many ways. 

So, you want to take a few keywords and turn them into a link. 

http://www.copyscape.com/


 

How do you turn a text into a link with the text (keyword) as the anchor text? 

<a href=”http://www.vintageelectricguitarblog.com”>Vintage Electric Guitar</a> 

Start with <a href=” then the full URL link to your blog, which in this case is 

http://www.vintageelectricguitarblog.com/. Close the tag with “>. The quote is 

there because you have started it when you begin the link (<a href=”). 

After that is the anchor text – underlined text in a link – which is Vintage Electric 

Guitar. As common HTML tags need an opening and closing, you need to mark the 

end of the link by entering </a>. 

 

Make the link bold by surround it with <b> and </b>, so it reads like follow. 

<b><a href=”http://www.vintageelectricguitarblog.com”>Vintage Electric 

Guitar</a></b> 

Next, find the occurrence of Antique Guitar and make that a link too, this time 

without it appears bold. 



 

All you have to do is substitute the anchor text in the link with Antique Guitar. 

<a href=”http://www.vintageelectricguitarblog.com”>Antique Guitar</a> 

You are also leveraging some of the category keywords here. The last one is for the 

Vintage Gibson Guitar. Turn it into a link too, without adding any bold effect. 

 

The code is: 

<a href=”http://www.vintageelectricguitarblog.com”>Vintage Gibson Guitar</a> 

For another occurrence of the key phrase Vintage Electric Guitar as italics. The code 

to italicize text is <i>some text</i>. 

 

So for this case the full code is 

<i>Vintage Electric Guitar</i> 



Don’t forget to hit Save to save your changes! 

 

Here’s the result of the above steps. 



 

Now you should check the links to make sure they go to the right place and you 

don’t make any typo. 

The next module allows you to add your own feed. This is easy to grab for your own 

blog. Hit Edit besides the RSS feed module to open the form. 

 

What you’re interested in is to fill in the URL of the RSS feed on the form. 

 



If you use the WordPress Direct, the link to your RSS feed is the URL to your blog 

and add feed after it, for instance: 

http://www.vintageelectricguitarblog.com/feed 

You may also grab the link to feed from your blog. 

 

Edit the title of the module to say Vintage Electric Guitar, which is the main 

keyword for the blog. 

 

Set the headlines you would want to show to 4. You may go from 3 to 6. You 

want the display to include excerpt too. Finally, you should set it to display 

HTML in the excerpt. There is no hard data about which options are going to work 

better but they are just a matter of preference. 

You may also put some descriptions first. Hit Save to apply the changes. 



 

You want to position a Text / Write module on top of the RSS module, so you 

press the Up button once on the Text / Write module. 

 

Edit the Text / Write module and paste in your affiliate product link, with image 

if you prefer. The purpose of this exercise, to actually put in your affiliate product 

link (the link to Amazon or other places), is not to get sales, but to generate quality 

links to your WordPress blog, but it doesn’t hurt to have an affiliate link there. 

Delete the title of this module and put the code below there. 

<a href=”http://locatereviews.com/955653404”  title=”Vintage Electric 

Guitar”><img 

src=”http://www.thirtydaychallenge.com/images/VintageElectricGuitar.jpg” 

align=”center” /></a> 

You don’t need to understand this code just replace the link in the a tag with your 

own affiliate link and the link to the image 



http://www.thirtdaychallenge.com/images/ VintageElectricGuitar.jpg with your own 

affiliate product image. 

The next thing you want to put in your lens is YouTube video, so look for the 

YouTube vids module and click on the Edit button. 

Put in your main keyword as the title of the module. Type a short description if you 

want. 

 

Let YouTube pick the video automatically for you based on your tags. 

 

As you choose that, more options become available. Make sure that Show 

thumbnail videos is selected, and insert the tags or keywords (comma separated) 

in the right field. In this example, you want to display 3 videos, so pick that from 

the drop down field. 



 

Hit Save to continue. 

Here’s the result from the edited YouTube vids module. 

 

You want to delete several other modules. One way to do this is by clicking on the 

Reorder Modules button at the bottom of the page. 

 

The final module you want to include is the Guestbook module.  



You may also remove the rest by hitting the Cross button. 

 

SUBMITTING YOUR LENS WITH SOCIAL MARKER 
While you are on your lens page, go click on the SocialMarker.com on your Flock 

toolbar. If you don’t have this button yet, please learn how to do this in the 

previous lesson about Social Bookmarking. 

The Title and Link should have been there for you, so all you need is to type in a 

short description in the Text area. 

An information guide to what to look out for when buying, selling a vintage electric 

guitar. 

The Tags, again, should be your main keyword. 

 

You should NOT bombard different social directories. You don’t want to get a 

reputation as a spammer. Although you want to see fast result in this challenge, 

you also want to keep integrity with what you are offering to your prospects. 



If you want to buy products from your page, part of that is to connect with them 

and build relationship. It really helps if you offer them quality. Always think quality 

and original content. 

Choose 10 to 15 social bookmarking sites and directories and start submitting by 

clicking on Submit. 

 


