
WHAT TO DO IF YOUR NICHE  

DOESN’T STACK UP? 

Yesterday, Ed went through some principles to help you decide whether your niche 

stacks up from the perspective of traffic and conversion to sales. Today, you are 

going to learn some things that you can do if your niche doesn’t stack up. 

You’ve put all the work to developing the blog, now you should ask what can you do 

to get some value out of that blog going forward, such as looking for products to 

promote or perhaps selling the blog to people who want to save the work doing 

what you did. 

GOOGLE ADSENSE 
At this stage, and up until now, you don’t want to put AdSense on your blog 

because if you begin to enter into a niche and you have AdSense on your site from 

the very beginning, that will impact on your ranking negatively. 

You won’t get ranked as fast if you have Google AdSense. 

However, at certain point if you already are ranking for your blog and you are 

already getting traffic and you’ve got some linkage to your blog, then you can place 

Google  AdSense in order to get some revenue from people clicking on the ads. 

Google AdSense can be a very nice way of generating some revenue for the traffic 

you are getting but it is a very low margin way of monetizing your traffic in a sense 

that you are only going to be earning from a few cents to may be up to a dollar per 

click, depending on the market. 

If you don’t already have a Google AdSense account, let’s go through the process 

first. To get started, go to Google AdSense. 

http://www.google.com/adsense


 

SIGN UP FOR GOOGLE ADSENSE 
If you already have a Google Account, just login with the login form, or otherwise 

press Sign up now. If your Google Account isn’t tied to a specific AdSense 

account, you also have the chance to apply after you sign in. 

You are going to be asked to fill in the form. You can’t have an AdSense account if 

you don’t have an active web site. You need to put your blog address into the 

Website URL and select your language. 

Depending on your situation, you may want to choose Individual or Business 

account. 



 

Note that you need to provide a proper mailing address, otherwise you wouldn’t be 

able to have an AdSense account. In addition, you need to be at least 18 years of 

age to participate in AdSense. 

For Thirty Day Challenge participants who are under 18, you may need to get your 

parents to apply for this account. 

You need to enter your telephone number, choose various options, and agree to the 

terms and conditions before you submit your information. 

The AdSense account application will take a couple of days to be approved. 

Someone at Google will probably check out your blog so if your blog is very 

spammy or it doesn’t have relevant content to your domain name, you may 

struggle to get an AdSense account. 

If you follow the Thirty Day Challenge process up until now, you shouldn’t have too 

many troubles getting an AdSense account. 

SETUP GOOGLE ADSENSE ON YOUR BLOG 
Here is the screen you will see when you login to your AdSense account. 



 

The user interface or control panel allows you to create different types of AdSense 

blocks. 

 

Click on the AdSense Setup  tab to go to the screen like below. 

 

Right now, we will predominantly use AdSense for Content. The solution that you 

have in WordPress Direct installation means that most of that is handled by the 

plugin that you’ve already installed. All you need is to publish your ID to make that 

happen. 

Publisher ID is available at the top right hand corner of your AdSense account. 



 

Head over to your WordPress Direct account. You need to do a couple of things to 

enable AdSense on your blog. 

Click on Website Settings. 

 

You need to enter the AdSense Publisher ID into your website setting area. 

 

This is what you have not done when you initially setup your blog but subsequently 

you can add that in and click Save Website Settings to save your changes. That 

will register your AdSense ID to the AdSense Manager plugin which is already 

installed for your blog. 

The next thing you need to do is to make sure that you theme is AdSense ready. 

Next, click on Theme Information 

 



You can review the theme that you already have, which in this case is the My 

Guitar theme. Notice in Tags, you will see that it is 2 columns, Black and so on. 

Note there is no mention on AdSense specifically there. 

 

At this stage, it would actually be uncertain if AdSense will actually work for this 

blog. If it says AdSense in one of the tags, then it would definitely work. However, 

if there is no AdSense in it, but the theme is Widget ready, there is still a chance 

that it may work though. 

The next thing you need to do is to turn on the AdSense plugin, so go to Manage 

My Websites and Website Options again. 

Click on the Manage Plugins icon. 

 

You’ll notice that in the list of plugins, there is AdSense Manager. What you want 

to do is activate that plugin. If it reads Disable Plugin, you already have that 

enabled. Otherwise click on the link to activate the plugin. 



 

Now if you go and have a look at your blog, you will notice that the AdSense has 

been activated and displayed. 

 



You may also see an image ads from AdSense. If someone is to click on the ads, 

you will receive an AdSense commission for that click. The value of that commission 

will depend on what the AdWords advertisers is bidding and a few other factors that 

Google doesn’t publish. 

It will be somewhere between a few cents to $0.50, sometimes up to $1, but with 

this niche it is less likely to be $1. 

If you are going to use this feature, which is recommended because it is a way to 

get some monetary return for the traffic that you are receiving, it is important to 

remember that you should NOT click on your own ads. 

Clicking on your own ads is the quickest way to get your AdSense account banned. 

Once your AdSense account is banned, you won’t be able to open another account. 

It is not tied to your web site but to you. 

That’s a bad thing. You only need to have to apply to an AdSense account once. 

You may have a few hundred channels inside your AdSense and use the same 

publisher ID on many blogs. All the revenue will be directed to your one AdSense 

account. 

Once you have an AdSense account, that is something you want to manage very 

carefully because just one bad situation may have your AdSense account banned 

and gone forever. 

The first time you turn on the AdSense Manager plugin, add your publisher ID 

and check out the blog, the ads may not be there. 

What you have to do is to change the theme of the blog and then change it back to 

the one that you have been using, which is My Guitar theme. When you’ve 

changed it back and view the blog again, the ads began to appear. 

Just because your theme may not be specifically AdSense ready, it may be that the 

plugin may still work. You need to test that. If it doesn’t work, even if your blog is 

Widget ready, then you have to select the theme that is AdSense ready. 

This is not the only way you can add ads to the blog. The other way to do that is by 

using the Ads & Banner Setup menu. 



 

On Day 6, you have learned how to setup a Sale Offer but we didn’t touch on 

other functionalities that are available on the WordPress Direct control panel. 

The Banner Ads is very flexible. Not only you can have graphical banner, but you 

can also have text, image or insert HTML or JavaScript code. 

 

Again, you can access your AdSense account and go to the AdSense for Content 

page to set up your AdSense ad block. 



 

You may create the ad unit and then copy the code to WordPress Direct. 

There are a few different ad types in Google AdSense. Most of the times you 

probably want to go with text ads. Click Continue to go to the next screen. 

 

You may choose different formats too. If you are going to display a banner ad on 

your blog, you need to choose something that fits in that area, such as the Banner 

format. 

 

When you’ve completed the process of selecting your color types and so forth, 

which is automatically done if you use the AdSense plugin in WordPress Direct, you 



will receive JavaScript code that you can copy and paste to the HTML area of the 

banner code in WordPress Direct. 

 

The banner can appear either above the post or in the footer. 

 

So, using the Banner Ads functionalities you can also integrate an AdSense ads. 

You may add it several times, once for the top and once for the bottom. 

This can be an alternative if the plugin and theme don’t work for you for whatever 

reason. 

PROMOTING OTHER PRODUCTS 
Going forward, you may also promote other things on your blog other than 

AdSense. There are a number of different ad networks. AdSense is by far the most 

popular but there are different Ad Networks. 

You will be able to find a PDF file along with today’s content in the Thirty Day 

Challenge site. It contains a list of Ad Networks. 

Yahoo also has its own AdSense style network. Unfortunate it is not available to all 

people around the world, mostly to Americans but it works very similarly to Google 

AdSense. 

There are a number of different ad networks. You can generate the code and paste 

it to WordPress Direct with the Banner Ads functionality above. 



In the sidebar, you have been promoting something with the Sale Offer widget. 

For most people, that would be an affiliate product. It is the best to promote at first 

because it has the highest margin, hopefully from $5-$25 or so. 

 

You can promote other things with the Sale Offer widget. Your product may have 

lower margin but have a wider interest among traffic that goes to your blog. 

Similarly, you could add eBay product there. Over time, you may also consider to 

promote a CPA product. What is CPA? 

CPA stands for Cost per Action. There is also another type of promotion called Cost 

per Lead (CPL). These promotional systems work on the basis that the end-users 

don’t have to buy something for you to earn money. 

They need to take some form of action, which might be to fill out a form. When 

they complete that process, then you get paid something. The amount that you get 

can vary between a few tens of cents up to 1 or 2 dollars. 

They are relatively low margin, but they may have a wider applicability to the 

traffic. The offers may be more generic. 

There are a number of different of CPA Networks that are available to you. You may 

find the links to them in the same PDF file mentioned above. Some CPA Networks 

are suitable for US/Global, UK/European, Australia or Canada. 

CPA Networks get a long time to get approval. If you apply for an account in a CPA 

Network, it can take from anywhere between 1-2 weeks or a couple of months to 

be approved. 



In addition, many CPA Networks are a little bit suspicious of brand new web sites. It 

may be to your best interest to leave it a little while before you attempt to apply for 

a CPA network. Wait until you rank and quite a decent amount of traffic. 

You probably have seen this type of offer, such as ring tones, buy iPod or mobile 

type services. They are often promoted through CPA Networks. 

It may be that in your market there are CPA offer that is very general, therefore 

your traffic may be interested to participate in that offer. 

With lower margin offers, you can still have the possibility to monetize your traffic. 

It may still be beneficial going forward. 

Why would you want to do this? 

Firstly, if you are able to get to a point where you are earning a dollar per day on 

AdSense, that’s about $30/month or $300-$400/year. 

That’s not a bad return for a blog that you haven’t put too much effort in terms of 

adding new content. Similarly, with the CPA offer with a low margin such as affiliate 

type offers, you may be able to get to a point where you are earning $50 or even 

$100 a month. 

Again, that’s a great investment because once you are efficient to set such thing 

up, it may only take a few hours to do it. 

The other thing to know is that once your blog has some traction, it begins to rank 

well for the keywords that you are targeting, even though it may not get a lot of 

sales, it still has a value. 

You may take a look at SitePoint Marketplace. 

It is a very well known service where people can buy and sell web sites. 

http://marketplace.sitepoint.com/


 

You may perform a search or browse through the list to see which types of web 

sites that are being sold. Pay particular attention for people who are selling blogs. 

 

This blog was sold for $70, and it was just earning a monthly revenue of $4. The 

blog is only 6 weeks old, and is only optimized for one keyword. 

 

If you have a look at the traffic stats, you’ll see that in August 2008, it has 1438 

hits, which is only about 1308 visits. 



 

This blog is only getting less than 50 visits per day but still it was still purchased for 

$70. Going forward, if you take the effort to get your blog to a position where it is 

ranked well for the keyword that you are targeting, although you don’t earn much 

revenue from it, you may still sell it in site like Sitepoint. 

Niche blogs may be priced from $50 to $200 or $300. 

In conclusion, even in the so called failure case, you can still derive some value 

from your blog. 

If you decide that your blog is a no go, you may consider getting an AdSense 

account and setup your blog so you can start monetize your traffic that way. 

Further down the track, when your blog is a few months old, you may want to try 

the CPA Networks or look for general products within your niche that may be of 

interested to your traffic. 

Also, look for other products in Amazon and eBay which you may promote along 

with AdSense. There are also other ad networks that you may integrate using the 

Banner Ad functionality in WordPress Direct. 

Day 27, you will begin the process of learning what to do if you decide to go 

forward with the niche. If your site is getting traffic and sales, and you want to 

spend more time to increase the value of the blog, stay tune for tomorrow. 

 


